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The BIGGEST event in the UK

The Big Idea 
14 May 10am – 4pm 

Enterprise HQ Coalport Telford
Shropshire
BUSINESS START UP SHOW
Exhibitors, motivators and entrepreneurs

HAVE YOU GOT THE BIG IDEA?

THE BIG IDEA is part of the European SME Week and is the biggest event taking place in the UK and is quite possibly the biggest in Europe!  97 events are running across the country and THE BIG IDEA beats them all.   Not bad for the most under-populated county in the West Midlands region, albeit, the one with more entrepreneurs per head of population than anywhere in the country.  
The enterprising Valley of Ideas is the perfect location for this ground breaking event and wannabe entrepreneurs of all ages and all interests are coming along on Thursday to be inspired and informed.  

1,000 online BIG IDEA entries, 400 event attendees, 200 hours of motivational workshops, 100 BIG IDEA winners, 30 business stands, two miles of idyllic river frontage…..  and one rock band.

Business really rocks in the globally famous Gorge this week.
FEATURES OF THE EVENT

· THE LOCATION - Enterprise HQ Coalport 
The event takes place at this newly opened commercial hub, the UK Centre for Home Enterprise.  The contrast of intense business buzz against a tranquil riverside setting brings life to 21st century commerce.  The Ironbridge Gorge is the home of industrial civilisation and now embraces the new economy and the technological revolution which is empowering small business with big ideas.  It is this inspired ‘people power’ that will help restore the country’s economic fortunes and make Britain great again.

· The oldest entrepreneur 
 THE FLYING TOWN CRIER, Percy Simmonds will be hurtling down to world famous Gorge on his trusty moped, resplendent in his red and gold livery and ready to peal the brass bell at 10am and shout for those BIG IDEAS to come rolling in from the Valley of Ideas
· The youngest entrepreneur
 JAMES WALLACE is launching his unique idea for a LOGO BANK.  A design graduate, James decided to take charge of his own destiny and enter the world of self employment, now running a full service creative agency with graduate colleagues working wire free all over the country

· The national entrepreneur
 Emma Jones, owner and founder of ENTERPRISE NATION the country’s only company specialising in home-based entrepreneurship

· European Union
Representatives will be at the event to advise businesses and would be entrepreneurs on connecting to the European Union and creating successful funding bids
Motivating music, great food, local beer…and an assembly of the most inspiring entrepreneurs working in Shropshire today.  
THE BIG IDEA starts at 10am with the Town Crier announcing the launch of the day’s exciting programme and attendees can drop in at anytime or stay all day!   Booths will be in THE BIG IDEA TENT for BIG IDEA entries and motivating and informative workshops are running throughout the day.
Great Britain is the GLOBAL CENTRE for great ideas – over 80% of all the most prominent and impactful ideas have been thought of IN THIS COUNTRY.

Shropshire people are lucky enough to live in an area that is called THE VALLEY OF IDEAS and being inventive and enterprising is one of the main characteristics of British people  ENTERPRISE HQ is the only business centre of its kind in Europe designed to help you set up and grow your business from your own home base. 

ENTERPRISE HQ - you will be invited to register for the best value enterprise membership in the country – join EHQ and make use of the luxury business lounge and powerful advertising benefits for just £99 per annum [special BIG IDEA rate available for one day only – membership HALF PRICE]

.THE BIG IDEA WORKSHOPS
Advance Booking vital TO RESERVE a PLACE 

SPARE ROOM START UP 

Emma Jones, internationally renowned business author 9 places available at each session 10am 11am 12noon and 1pm

TAX TERRIERS
Informative and fun, find a whole new world of enjoyment in accounts 8 places available at two sessions 11am and 1pm

27STARS
Brighten up your business with a takeaway website for 9 lucky delegates in The Millionaires in Training Suite 10am and 12noon courses

EXHIBITORS, ENTREPRENEURS AND MOTIVATORS

Business Link West Midlands 

The region’s provider of business support to start-up entrepreneurs and to growing businesses.  Sponsors of the event and great supporters of Shropshire business, advice on start-up, export opportunities and myriad other business answers available here all day
Enterprise Nation  

Owner operated national home business company with international recognition and based in Shropshire, the ‘ideas county’
Taste Shropshire 

Owner operated publishing company producing the most highly regarded food magazine in the region 

27Stars 

EHQ Website creators and innovative local web and ICT business
The Bicycle Hub

An entrepreneur who has turned a passion into a business 

Monkhouse Granary and Marketing 

Owner operated business centre and marketing agency 

Vida Studios 

Launching the LOGO BANK at this event, the youngest entrepreneur at THE BIG IDEA

ithinkIT 

Launching at THE BIG IDEA,  IT repair, sourcing and support service

Simply Shropshire 

Hamper company based within THE BIG IDEA neighbourhood

Whalebone 

Musical entrepreneurs
Business truly is the new rock’n’roll!

Jane Murphy 

Displaying her own glassware creations 

T.O's Fine Foods 

Tastings of divine dishes and EHQ Enterprise Cookies, available for restoring enterprising energy to visitors to THE BIG IDEA

Tipples 

Professional bar service serving a taste of a new local beer from female entrepreneur – HARRY’S BEER 

Best of Telford & Wrekin 

The power of the Internet in taking goods and services to wider markets

Derek Houghton Images 

Inspired photography business being established in spare time before making the leap into the wonderful world of self employment

Hunter Bevan Marketing and Design 

One of the regions most respected creative agencies

Jungle HR

Problems with red tape and regulation?  Talk to advisors on this stand

EU Connect 

The connectors providing a free service to access European Funding.  Drawing together a jig saw of support and helping support businesses and organisations keen develop a European proposal

Moneypenny 

Your own out sourced service to handle your business calls and provide virtual office services at a fraction of the price of employing your own administration assistant
The Star Idea   

On site to assist with entries for the STAR IDEA – the star of THE BIG IDEA can win £4,000 cash 

Connect2Promote and Promofix 

Branded merchandise to increase business sales

Women in Rural Enterprise 

Advice for women in business

County Training  

Free training available throughout Shropshire – a new skill can bring a new life!

Hatchers Solicitors 

Legal Eagles for all day advice
THE BIG IDEA

100 WINNERS

CALLING ALL ENTRIES
COLLEGE AND SCHOOL LEAVERS in 2009

In 2009, the jobs market is at its lowest in three generations.  Think about using your newly polished skills and talents and becoming SELF sufficient and SELF made.  Write down THE BIG IDEA and get started

UNEMPLOYED

Have you ever thought about starting your own business?  All the help you need is here and all you need is THE BIG IDEA

REDUNDANT PROFESSIONALS

NOW is the moment to live the life you have always dreamed of.  Commit to THE BIG IDEA and make it happen.
5-9ers

Are you thinking of starting a business while keeping the ‘day job going? Thinking is no longer enough.  Enter THE BIG IDEA

MUMTREPRENEURS

There are now more women setting up in business than ever before in history, join this growing entrepreneurial movement.  Come along and submit THE BIG IDEA

BOOMTREPRENEURS

The largest number of start up businesses are from the baby Boomer age group.  50 is the new 30 and business is the new rock’n roll.  THE BIG IDEA is yours, enter!

THE TOP 100 BIG IDEAS WILL WIN a £1,000 START-UP PACKAGE 

· BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT interview to outline the idea with a seasoned entrepreneur at Enterprise HQ
· START UP COURSE provided by Business Enterprise Support

· CORPORATE LOGO for your business literature

· WEBSITE for your business

· MEMBERSHIP of Enterprise HQ for your first year

· PUBLICITY with a full profile in THE POWER OF ENTERPRISE business magazine

· DRAGON’S DEN STYLE MENTORING – online links to 4 experienced business operators for help and advice

· Auto-entry into the SHROPSHIRE STAR IDEA and win £4,000 cash

THE BIG IDEA

JUDGES
Fay Easton Shropshire Enterprise Partnership
Operations director at Enterprise HQ and seasoned entrepreneur having launched and traded five of her own restaurants across Shropshire and part of an enterprising family

Neil Beeston Fasc Limited
Managing Director of FASC LTD and founder of ithinkIT the new full service ICT facility within Enterprise HQ. From start up to a nine strong team in three years, Neil’s entrepreneurial strengths are many.

James Wallace Vida Studios Limited
Managing Director of VIDS STUDIOS and connected to the world of graduate entrepreneurship, James introduces the elements of youth and innovation
David Ledbury Business Link West Midlands
Shropshire Partnerships manager for the government funded business support agency.  David’s own enterprising intuition is a strong feature of this judging panel.
FROM BIG IDEAS TO BIG BUSINESS……
The specialist service available in Shropshire at Enterprise HQ is the support for HOME BASED ENTERPRISES.  Those businesses developing a low carbon, high profit economy and revitalising local neighbourhoods while undertaking global trading can find all the commercial facilities and services they need at Enterprise HQ.  Choose the low cost, high quality location for your new business – one building – one home – one business

TOP TEN TIPS FOR STARTING YOUR BUSINESS from HOME NOW!
1. A home-based start up is LOW COST

2. ENTERPRISE HQ is on your doorstep

3. Interest rates are the LOWEST in history

4. Talent is PLENTIFUL

5. Technology is CHEAP

6. Business support is HIGH QUALITY & FREE

7. You need to think of a NICHE PRODUCT

8. The Internet will help you acquire customers CHEAPLY and help you SHAPE your business with customer feedback

9. The UK government has injected £100billion into the UK economy

10. THINK about finding customers internationally as well as from your own locality[image: image2.png]
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